Dear Families,

The science fair is on its way.  Every year it is exciting to see the wonderful experiments that students come up with.  All fourth and fifth graders are required to participate and to make individual projects.  If their project wins the school competition then they will take the project on to the Tucson Community Center where many different schools have their projects on display and compete.  I will be grading all of the projects and those scores will be an important factor in determining the student’s science grade for the 3rd quarter.

I am increasing the class’ focus on science and for the rest of the year students will be receiving a weekly science project to do at home during the week.  This homework will be assigned on Monday and due by the following Monday.  The assignment may be turned in at any time during the week before the due date.  These experiments will be short and easy to do and the main point is for students to get more experience with the scientific process.  When grading their weekly experiment I’ll be looking for the following things:

· [image: image1.wmf]All steps in the scientific method are complete.

· The use of complete sentences.
· A procedure that makes sense.

· A hypothesis that is supported by reasoning. 
· All the materials that were used are listed.

· Clearly recorded data.

· A conclusion that is directly related to the results of the experiment.

This week’s experiment is to compare two brands of paper towels and determine which paper towel can absorb more water.  I will supply the paper towels.  Students must come up with their own plan for figuring out which paper towel holds the most water.
If you have any questions about the science fair or weekly science homework then please let me know.  To contact me you can send a note with your child, meet with me before or after school, send an email to danilya.barrett@tusd1.org, or call the classroom before or after school at 908-3678.  I will be including links to sites with science fair ideas under the “science” link on my webpage at www.denilya.net for students who are looking for an idea.  I have also posted the form they must fill out each week for the science homework and will be posting the science fair papers as well.
Sincerely,

Denilya Barrett
