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1     A photograph is an easy way to remember something. Another way to remember something is by painting a picture of it. Long ago, before cameras, that is what artists did. Painting realistically is not that easy. So keep your camera handy just in case!
 
2     Artists have painted realistically for centuries. Many of the best realistic artists lived during the Renaissance. Their paintings were elegant and beautiful. People who study art called this kind of painting Ideal Realism. That was just a fancy way to say that these artists knew how to paint very well. Some of their paintings looked almost like photographs. Renaissance artists had a lot of skill.
 
3     The word "renaissance" is French. It means "rebirth." The Renaissance covers the time from the early 14th century to the late 16th century. Many scientists and artists studied Greece and Rome. They liked classical things from ancient times. They also liked to discover how things worked. Some artists even dissected bodies to learn about anatomy.
 
4     These artists thought the human body was the "noblest living form." One artist named Leonardo da Vinci drew a picture that showed this idea. He thought that the proportions of the human body were a good way to measure everything. He thought that the circle and the square were the basis for many things in science and in nature. So he drew a man who fit exactly inside a circle if his arms and legs were spread out. The man fit exactly inside a square when his feet were together and his arms were straight out from his sides.
 
5     Leonardo loved art and science. He liked to paint. He liked to invent, too. He even tried to invent flying machines. Leonardo's ideas filled many notebooks. He also painted amazingly realistic art. He liked to draw plants. He did sketches of muscles and bones. He drew raging storms. And he also painted the mysterious Mona Lisa. This famous portrait shows a lady with an odd smile. It is now in the Louvre in Paris.
 
6     Leonardo wanted the Mona Lisa to turn out perfectly. He hired jesters and musicians to perform for his model while he painted. He did this to keep his model perky. He did not want her to look sad. The lady in the portrait looks like she has a secret. She is smiling, so the entertainers must have done a good job. Some people think that her eyes seem to follow you across the room. And during the Renaissance, artists painted rooms that looked better than ever.
 
7     The rooms looked better because of something called perspective. Earlier paintings looked flat. But then an artist named Leon Battista Alberti had an idea. He made lines in a grid on his canvas. Then, he used these lines to help him draw his picture. He also used something called a vanishing point. It is not a magic spot that disappears. It is not even a real spot on the picture. The artist uses it to know where to put things and give his painting more depth. And surprise! The paintings done in this way didn't look flat anymore. They looked much more realistic.
 
8     Understanding perspective made a big difference for artists. So did oil paints. Italian artists like Michelangelo, Titian, and Raphael used this fantastic new invention. Oil paint was invented in the 15th century by a Flemish painter named Jan van Eyck. Before that, most artists used tempera paint. Tempera paint dried fast. Artists could not fix their work.
 
9     Oil paint was much better. It is a mix of ground up colors with oil. Artists used linseed or poppy or walnut oil. It blended nicely because it was gooey and smooth. The most expensive color to make was blue. It came from a gem named lapis lazuli from Persia. With oils, artists could show the rippling folds in people's clothing. They could paint shining, lifelike eyes. They could add highlights here and there. They could add new details to their paintings. And they could take their time because their work could be done in layers. All of this helped them to paint more realistically with oil paints.
 
10     One artist liked bright color a lot. His name was Titian, and he was called the master of color. He probably enjoyed the new oil paints very much. Sometimes he used the same color in different spots on his paintings. The pattern of color made it balanced. He also painted portraits of the most famous people of his time. He painted kings and emperors. He did such a realistic job that everyone wanted to be his friend.
 
11     Realistic painting was a challenge, but many Renaissance painters, like Titian, Leonardo da Vinci, and Raphael, became experts at it. It was a good thing they did because no one had a camera during the Renaissance.
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What Is Realistic Painting?
	1.  

	What does the word "renaissance" mean?
[image: image2.jpg]


  Renewal
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  Replenishment
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  Rebirth
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  Reformation


	
	2.  

Which century was definitely part of the Renaissance?
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  20th century
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  15th century
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  5th century B.C.
[image: image9.jpg]


  5th century A.D.


	3.  

What was the system of using a vanishing point called?
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  Proportion
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  Perspective
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  Disappearing art
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  Invisible ink

	4.  

Who invented oil paints?
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  Jan van Eyck
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  Mona Lisa
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  George Washington Carver
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  Benjamin Franklin


	5.  

Where did the blue color in paint come from?
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  Eye shadow
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  Broken glass
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  Robin's eggs
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  Lapis lazuli

	6.  

Which artist was called the master of color?
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  Jan van Eck
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  Titian
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  Raphael
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  Leonardo da Vinci


	7.  

True or False: Oil paint dried more slowly than tempera paint.
[image: image26.png]





[image: image27.png]






	8.  

What did Leonardo da Vinci draw so it fit inside both a circle and a square?
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  A lion
[image: image29.jpg]


  A man
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  A triangle
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  A point
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What Is Realistic Painting?
Design and draw your own flying machine like Leonardo da Vinci. 

